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and assessments, supporting our clients in the development of more effective business strategies and the
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The Chinese automotive industry is at a crossroads. Already the third-largest vehicle-producing nation in
the world, demand in China is burgeoning and there is high pressure from the government to export cars.
But important environmental concerns are front and center. China has recently been identified as the
world’s biggest polluter. The government wants to clean up its air and would like the Chinese automotive
industry to take a leadership role in technologies of the future — including battery-electric vehicles 
charged from a carbon-intensive electric power grid. New technology, however, takes years to develop.

Should China adopt conventional powertrains to rapidly ramp up production and meet local demand, while
simultaneously exporting to markets using similar powertrains? Or should the Chinese OEMs invest in
future technologies, meeting near-term demand by purchasing powertrain technology and even 
components and systems from partners and suppliers based offshore, thereby positioning themselves to
take “early mover” advantage in advanced 21st century powertrain technology. 

FUTURE POWERTRAINS FOR CHINA
IHS Global Insight’s Future Powertrains for China study focuses exclusively on these and other key issues in the
Chinese market. Our Shanghai-based experts, supported by our global Powertrain team, clarify the apparent 
paradoxical situation with a thorough analysis of:

Current and expected consumer needs for mobility

The evolution of the Chinese infrastructure for personal mobility

The current status and capabilities of the domestic automotive industry and the Chinese supply chain

Research and development (R&D) thrusts of the government, academia, and the industry

Government incentives

Available fuels 

Business interests of OEMs and the government

Known and likely regulatory policies

IHS GLOBAL INSIGHT AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

DRIVING AUTOMOTIVE INTELLIGENCE

STUDY METHODOLOGY
The study addresses the uncertainties of this market through in-depth interviews with a broad range of 
stakeholders and decision makers including:

Advanced R&D personnel, including OEMs and key suppliers

Government officials

Academics

R&D houses

The findings of the interviews are synthesized into forecasts. This synthesis is based in the context of the 
automotive market and current powertrain programs as catalogued and banked in IHS Global Insight’s Asian
Vehicle and Powertrain Forecasting Services. 

BENEFITS
Clients can use this study to:

Enhance mid- and long-range business, research, and manufacturing planning

Better understand the drivers that provide the impetus 
for powertrain developments in the Chinese market

Anticipate possible responses of the Chinese industry to:

•  Pressures to develop advanced technologies

•  Market demand

•  Export opportunities

Identify business opportunities for suppliers and OEMs

Highlight potential Chinese automotive export products 
that may compete with traditional suppliers

The study is presented in a written, electronic report. 
In-person PowerPoint® presentations of the study findings 
are also offered at seminars in China, Europe, the United States, 
and Japan, subject to confirmation of interest. 

IHS Global Insight powertrain experts are also available for 
on-site presentations and discussions of the expected 
powertrain developments in China and their potential 
impact on your business. (Optional)
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